
©2018 Pastor Cory Henderson              Christian Life Church CLColumbia.com 
 

1 

CHRISTMAS: PACKAGING THE PRESENT 
12.16.18 

 
SCRIPTURE: John 1:1-14 NLT  In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God 
created everything through Him, and nothing was created except through Him. The 
Word gave life to everything that was created, and His life brought light to everyone. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.  
 
God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that everyone might believe 
because of his testimony. John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell 
about the light. The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world.  
 
He came into the very world He created, but the world didn't recognize Him. He came 
to His own people, and even they rejected Him. But to all who believed Him and 
accepted Him, He gave the right to become children of God. They are reborn—not with 
a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.  
 
So the Word became human and made His home among us. He was full of unfailing 
love and faithfulness. And we have seen His glory, the glory of the Father's one and 
only Son.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

My wife buys special wrapping paper so everyone will know who it is from and who it is 
for. 
 
That's exactly what God did when He gave the gift of Jesus!  
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 6:23 NIV 
 
Prophecy is in the DNA of Christian religion. It is a fore-telling and a forth-telling. 
 
Prophecy is perhaps the most critical evidence regarding Jesus' Messiahship. 
 
Approximately 100 prophecies surround Jesus' birth and early life. These prophecies are 
breadcrumbs leading to the identity of the Savior of humanity! 
 
 
THE PROBLEM 
 

The Fall 
Genesis 3:1-24  
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The Foreshadowing 
Isaac, animal sacrifices, the serpent on a pole, etc.  
 
The Fullness of Time 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. Galatians 4:4-5 ESV 
 
 
THE PACKAGING 
 

Mary the Mother 
Messiah's mother will be a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18). 
 
Messiah will come from Mary's lineage:  
The race of Abraham (Genesis 22:18; Matthew 1:1-17) 
The line of Isaac (Genesis 21:12; Luke 3:23-34) 
The line of Jacob (Numbers 24:17; Luke 3:23-34) 
The tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10, Luke 3:23-34) 
The family tree of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1; Luke 3:23-34) 
The family of David (Jeremiah 23:5; Luke 3:23-34) 
 
Joseph the Just 
Messiah will come from Joseph's linage: 
The race of Abraham (Genesis 22:18; Matthew 1:1-17) 
The line of Isaac (Genesis 21:12; Matthew 1:1-17) 
The line of Jacob (Numbers 24:17; Matthew 1:1-17) 
The tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10; Matthew 1:1-17) 
The family tree of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1; Matthew 1:1-17) 
The family of David (Jeremiah 23:5; Matthew 1:1-17) 
 
The Birth in Bethlehem 
Messiah will be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1). 
Messiah will be born male (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 2:1). 
 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for Me One who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient days. Micah 5:2 ESV 
 
The Migrating Magi 
Messiah will receive gifts from afar (Psalm 72:10; Matthew 2:11). 
 
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render Him tribute; may the kings of 
Sheba and Seba bring gifts! Psalm 72:10 ESV 
 
This points to the reality that God is concerned with the salvation of all people! 
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The Shifting Star 
Messiah will be associated with a star (Numbers 24:17; Isaiah 60:3; Matthew 2:9-10).  
 
The Ruthless Ruler 
Herod's insecurity forces him to slaughter all male children under 2 (Jeremiah 31:15; 
Matthew 2:16-17). 
 
The Escape to Egypt 
Messiah will come out of Egypt (Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:13-15). 
 
The Nurturing in Nazareth  
Messiah will be called a Nazarene (implied in Isaiah 11:1; Matthew 2:23). 
 
 
THE PRESENT 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV 
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 6:23 NIV 
 
God wrapped this Gift (Jesus) in prophecy, so that we would know who He 
was from and who He was for! 
 
"If I heard a voice from heaven, and it predicted a series of things and they came to 
pass, then I guess I'd have to believe there's some kind of supernatural being." 
Bertrand Russell, agnostic author of Why I Am Not A Christian 
 
"The Son of God became a son of man to enable the sons of man to become Sons of 
God." Attributed to C.S. Lewis 
 
 
CHRISTIAN LIFE LESSONS 
 

1. God revealed Himself to the magi and He is revealing Himself to people today 
 

2. God orchestrated the events of Jesus' birth and He is orchestrating events in our 
lives. 


